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ANNUAL REPORT 
of the 
Medical Officer of Health for the Rural District of 
Thedwastre in the County of West Suffolk for the year 
ending 3lst December, 1955. Public Honlth Offices, 


igs 8, Whiting Street, 
Bury St. idmunds. 
The Chairman and Members of the October, 1956. 


Rural District Council of Thedwastre. 


Mr. Chairman, Ladics & Gentlemen, 


Herewith I beg to submit for your favourable consideration my 
cightecnth Annual Report as Medical Officer of Health, being that for 
the year endcd 31st December, 1955. 

I would acknowledge my indebtedness to my colleagues, Mr. Wilden, 
Clerk of the Council, and Mr. Wyatt, Sanitary Inspector, for their 
assistance in compiling this report. 

My thanks are also due to Dr. D. A. McCracken, County Medical Officer 
of Health, West Suffolk,for his co-operation and counsel throughout the 
year. 

I am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies & Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 
BUDSRteis VOUALION, MlB.tO8.8.,45RBsHy..0D.P.He 
Medical Officer of Health. 
Public Health Officers of the Authority. 
(a) Medical. One part-time Medical Officer of Health, 


ROBERT eH. wCLAYTON, M.B., B.S., B.Hy., DeP,H. (Durham), 
Cert.Mcntal Deficiency and Allied Subjects (London), 
appointed lst July, 1938. 
This Officer does not engage in private practice but 
holds in addition the following appointments:- 
Medical Officer of Health,Newmarket U.D.C. ) Appointed lst July,1936. 
Mildenhall aes 
Thingoe R.D.Ce 
Cosford R.D.C. Appointed lst Feby.,193/7. 


(b) Others. One Sanitary Inspector, 


OSWALD J. WYATT, M.S.1.A.,A4.R.San.l.,Meat Cert.R.S.1. 
Appointed June 2nd, 1930. 
Mr. Wyatt is also Surveyor to the Council. 


One Additional Sanitary Inspector, 
ie, M. FLACK, ide S. Late 9 Meat.Cert.R. 5s Th 
Appointed 2nd April,1951. Left 12th February,1955. 


R. BANKS, M.R.S.H., M.S.,1.A., Meat Cert.R.S.1. 
Appointed 26th April, 1955. 


THEDWASTRE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. 
Major T.L.Dearburgh ee hice ~ Chairman of the Council. 
Rev. F.£.Weston-Wait (Stowlangtoft) Vice-Chairman. 


Mr.k.J.Aves (Hinderclay) Mrs.K.M.Howlett Laat 
Mr.G.Battisto(Walsham-le-Willows) MreH.T.Levesley (Great Ashfield) 
Mr.T.#.Blackwell (Langhem) Mr.A.H.S.Page (Beyton) 
Mr.ReAeBloom (Norton) Mr.J.W.d.Palmcr (#lmswell) 
Mr.C.W.Crosse (Slmswell) Mr.P.C.Romans (Folsham) 
Capt.R.H.Errington (Tostock) Lt.Col.R.C.Rome (Woolpit) 
Mr.N.G.Ethcridge (Rattlesden) Mr.R.Ross (Hunston) 
Mr.S.P.Flowerdew (Rickinghall Infcrior) Mr.W.W.Valentine Rees 
Mr.J.W.&.Granger (Walsham-le-Willows) Mrs.L.D.Walmsley (Gedding 
Major T. Hails Nea Ash) Mr.F.J.Watson (Wattisfield) 
eapt.M.F.Horne (Drinkstone) 


MR. F. A. W. WILDEN - CLERK OF THE COUNDBIL. 
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SECTION _A. 


ee rc oe A oa ROR FLL SCE RS ES RR EE a OE 


i. GENERAL STATISTICS. Area oe we ee 34.5126 acres. 
Registrar General's estimate of the 1955-6 ah 3933} 
resident population. 8, 880 (8,860 (8, 788 
Number of inhabited houses at end of 
year according to Rate Book 2,813 (2,849) (2,801) 
Rateable Value £33,173 (£32,401) (£31,312) 
Sum represented by a Penny Rate £131 (£130) (£127) 


iw 


. EXTRACTS FROM VITA: STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR. 


Total. Malée Female. 
Live Births. 1955(1954)(195 2298015 1) (1953 ty z 
Legitimate HI Lod ik Loe | 80. 79 7. (53 le 
Illegitimate CM) CLO) ae rin gece (5 1. 45 5 
$tillbirths. | 
egitimate 5 (3) (2) | 2 (2) 4} 3 (2) (2) 
Tllegitimate Nid ANI) NTI | Nil (Nil) (Nil Nil (Nil) (Nil 
Deaths. Maul) (101) | 59 (68) (46) 56 (53) (55) 
Deaths under 1 year. Hh) MCS gee | Alen one a) Tem (3) (N41) 
Thedwastre. England & Wales. 
1955(1954) (1953) 2 1954.) (1953) 
Birth Rate. (Live Births per 
1500 population). 17e6(1hyeh) (18.4) 15.0(15.2)(15.5) 
Comparability Factor (Births) Veil (deed a) det 
Thedwastre 
The Corrected Birth Rate PO.Ot oe) Gelee) 
3tillbirth Rate per 1000 Mayet Geeeo (lose) | to 501 20.0) (eee) 
(Live & Still) Births. 
Yeath Rate per 1000 population MSCOCIOL Ulises) a flies. ile 5) (ited) 
Comparability Factor (Deaths) 0.83(0.83) (0.77) 
Jorrected Death Rate Koper GE SOT ED 
Death Rate of Infants under 1 year. 
All infants per 1000 live births. 25.6(70.3)(12.3) 24.9(25.5)(26.8) 
uegitimate Infants per 1000 26.5( 74.) (6.6) Sn GP ee Cod, 
Legitimate births. 
Tllegitimate Infants per 1000 Nil (Nil) (100.0) - (-) (-) 


‘llegitimate births. 


The 4 deaths of infants under one year of age were all of legitimate 
infants and all died in the first four weeks of age:- 


Male, 3 days. Cercbral Haemorrhage duc to excessive moulding of head. 
Male, 2 weeks. Gastro-enteritis. 

Male, 3 weeks. Staphylococcal pneumonia. 

Female, 6 days.Prematurity (2nd of twins). 


There were no other deaths in the nonage - indeed, the only deaths 
between age 3 weeks and 46 years were those of a man age 2h years killed in ay 
tractar accidunt and a.man age 39 years who succumbed to.acute Leukoumiae 


"he Rateable Valuc and Penny Rate Product quoted above were of course 
based on the old assessments. The new assessments in use in April 1956 
produced a Rateable Value of £54,373 and a Penny Rate Product of £210. Thus b 

the Rateable Value has been increased by 64% and the Penny Rate Product by 60% 
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The following table gives the causes and the number of deaths occurring 
at the various age groups. The totals correspond with the Registrar 
General's figures. 


As in last year's report the deaths have been classified to conform 
with implementation of the World Health Organisation Nomenclature 
Regulations, 1948 - these regulations being set out on pages 371-376 of 
the International Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and 
Causes of Death, 1948. 
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CAUSES Deaths at the sub-joined ages of "RESIDENTS" 
% whether occurring in or beyond the District. 
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T.|M. F.|M. F.|M. F.IM. FO MOF. M. OF. OM 
Bo a eon a i We Hn ie 


.0.Malignant neoplasm, 
___ Stomach. 

-4 Malignant roplasm 
livune, bronchus, : 
.2,Malignant neoplasm, 
~_breast. 

13 Malignant neoplasm, 
*7*Uterus. 


Oth lignant & Croan eae 
-4eTymphatic Acoplasme. 

5 usukaemia, JL) 
‘“*Aleukaemia.s | 


-6,Diabetes. ee ots SOR 


17 Vascular lesions of 
“f°nervyous system. 


1g Coronary disease, 
*~* angina. 


(9. Hypertension with NS etien! Ses te 
Dene e nt disease. 7D. ‘ peeine 
20.Other heart disease. | - =| - - 
21 Other circulatory 1 © Aaa a. 
-~“*disease. 


23,Pneumonia. pila foetal lie 
Neha rear | 5 
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-4u.,Bronchitis. ~~ 
25 Other diseases of nye) es ela 
““*respiratory system. 


26,YLcer of stomach & ein OER Se. Poo 


7 Gastritis, enteritis 
& Diarrhosa. 
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8.Nephritis. ~ -|- -| al 
-9. Hyperplasia of Prostatg JT az 
zo Other defined é 
20 li-derined diseases. i agli aE ieee en) Ok Lt kL u 
33*Accidents. oe i diel Ween hela, 
J Seg) as pte 12. ES Gakeeere NAN fe Ne Ws he be ee 
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The Birth Rate, Death Rate, and the Registrar's estimate of the 
resident population of Thedwastre for the years 1919 to 1955 are set out 
below:- 

THEDWASTRE R.D. 


Year. Population. Birth Crude Death 


Rate. Rate. 
1919 8,528 20.5 13.9 
1920 8,513 23,5 10.7 
1921 8,4.20 22.2 Ole 
1922 8,493 Pipe 12.6 
1923 8,480 18.8 113.6 
1924 8,463 16.0 1% 5 
1925 8,460 1730 255 
1926 8,197 as ah 12%). 
1927 8, 301 14.8 Lune 
1928 8,372 1eec 1556 
1929 8,398 16.0 1587, 
1930 8, O40 12.9 Be 
1931 8,031 1a aah 15.8 
1932 8, 000 13.9 1356 
1933 7,858 13.0 16.8 
1934 7,820 13 if 114 G 
1955 7, 749 Lah iy gh 
1936 75 714 139 13.5 
1937 7,688 aL bere ly £352 
1938 7,691 14.8 1035 
159 {tier Lied 12,5 
1940 8, 851 alas. 14.9 
1941 9,525 abe 38) 11.9 
1942 9,052 16.8 151 
1943 8, 713 16.5 14.9 
1944, 8, 342 PaNeat ihergs 
1945 8,150 1964 15.3 
194.6 8,180 LOL L 11.9 
1947 8,199 18.3 15.2 
1948 8,52 18.9 12.0 
19449 8,618 16.8 Lise 7 
1950 8,654 17.6 12.9 
case 8, 719 fe 14.3 
1952 8, 880 18.6 TY 
2035 8,788 ielyat Bas 
1954 8, 860 14.4 Ter 
1955 8,880 sey Pus 13.0 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2018 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o030183145 
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SECTION Be 
GENERAL PROVISION -OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE ARBA, 


Road, Cambridge, under the directorship of Dr. R. M. Fry, provides an 
excellent bacteriological service and most readily discusses and advises on 
any epidemiological or similar problem. 

Dr. S. Greenburgi, Public Analyst, Tenison Rood, Cambridge, gives a 
Similar, efficient, helpful service when chemical analyscs are required. 


(b) AMBULANCE FACILITIES. Thesc services since July 1953 have been 
provided directly by the County Council under the direction Chur mls iitcs 
McCracken, the County Medical Officcr of Health. 


(c) NURSING IN THE HOME. The West Suffolk County Council District 
Nurse-Midwives carry out these duties. 


(da) CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES, These are not the responsibility of 
the Rural District Council. 


(c) HOSPITALS. The use of hospitals by Thodwastre residents is indicated 
by the following information with regard to live births and deaths. 


Of the 156 Live Births, 65 (42%) took place at the resident's home in 
Thedwastre - most of the other 91 births took place in hospital at Bury St. 
Edmunds. 


79 (69%) of the 115 deaths of Thedwastre Residents in 1955 occurred at 
their own homes in Thedwastre. Of the remaining 36 there were 33 in 
hospitals as follows:- ; 


19 Bury St. Edmunds, West Suffolk General Hospital. 
mage y y St. Mary's Hospital. 

2 Sudbury, Walnuttrec Hospital. 

1 Ipswich, East Suffolk & Ipswich Hospital. 


SECTION, 
SANTTARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA. 


Le (i) WATER. The completion of the major part of the Thedwastre and Thingoe 
Comprehensive Water Scheme was marked,on the 15th April,1955,by an official 
Opening ceremony. Representatives of neighbouring local authorities and 
contractors, together with Thedwastre and Thingoe Councillors,attended to see 
Councillor Ald. H. J. Brown, Chairman of the Thingoe Council, invite 

W. F. Deedes, Esq., M.C.,M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Housing ond Local Government, officially to declare the Scheme in being. 


Councillor N. R. Whitwell, Chairman of the Water Committee, who, on 
bchalf of the Thingoe Council, has piloted the Scheme to completion, 
expressed his very great disappointment that after several years of work 
together Mr. W. E. Blizzard, the engineer, who conceived this Comprchensive 
Scheme - of primary importance to Thedwastre and its neighbouring authoritis - 
was prevented from being present by illness - which was to prove fatal on 
15th January, 1956. 


Councillor Rev. F. 3. Wéston-Wait, Vice-Chairman, Thedwastre Council, 
in thanking Mr. Deeds for his attendance recalled the happy and efficient 
co-operation which had existed bctween the Thingoe and Thedwastre Councils 
during the promotion and execution of the Comprehensive Scheme —- now that 
the bores, pumping stations, water towers, reservoirs and trunk mains were 
complcted, he looked forward to a rapid increase in the number of persons 
in Thedwastre who would be able to make use of water from the public mains. 


The substantial increase which did occur in 1955 is indicated in the 
table on page 8 which shows that an additional 450 houses in Thedwastre 
obtained a public supply piped into the house and 100 an additional 
standpipe supply in 1955. The percentage of houses throughout the whole of 
Thedwastre making use of the scheme by the end of the year was 50%. 


Main laying proceeded at a satisfactory rate throughout 1955 ~ it was 
completed in Thingoc District in June 1956 and will be completed in the 
Thedwastre District by the end of 1956. 
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4& further indication of the increased benefits derived by the 
Thedwastre residents due to the growth of the Comprehensive Bcheme is 
obtained by recording that the amounts of water supplied to the Thedwastre 
R.D.C. from the Comprehensive Scheme have been :~ 


Year. Annual Total. Average. 
1952. 4,127,000 gallons TlgslO gallons. 
1953.6 6, 680,000 i" 18, 330 r 
Woe L9, 621,000 u 54,280 : 
1955.6 275 3445 000 i 145920 ‘ 


The proportion of the total quantity of water pumped in the 
Comprehensive Scheme during 1955 for each of the five districts which are 
benefiting is indicated in the following table - the table alongside of it 
indicates the monthly amount of water supplied by the Scheme to Thedwastre 
during 1955 :- 


Gallons of Water Supplica Gallons of Water Supplied each 
from Comprchensive Scheme month to Thedwastre during 1955. 
during 1955. 
i Januar ye 1,996,000 gallons 
Thingoe R.D.C. 96,819,000 February. 1, 742,000 
Thedwastre R.D.C. 27,5 341, 000 March. 2,149,000 : 
Melford R.D.C. 29,278,000 April. 1,463,000 ¥ 
Cosford R.D.C. 63,963,000 May. 2,790,000 ‘ 
Clare R.D.C. 8, 381,000 JUNC. 25305, 000 ‘. 
nn one July. 3,520,000 : 
2255 185 9000 August. 2,046,000 +=" 
September. 2 L475 g000 4 
October. AvOLG, O00 h 
November. 2,465,000 ‘ 
December. 15675, 000 . 
27,314,000 «" 


merce ee) ee eee 


Daily Average: 74,920 | 


Water Analyses. Combined Bacteriological and Chemical Analysis Reports 
were obtained from the threc Comprehensive Scheme bores as follows:- 


Chemical (parts per 100,000) 


Site. Bacte Clo Oo Nitrate} Nitrite|Hardness. 
“Ixworth. CECE Fl 0.0643 | absent |Absent 
Risby. Satis. | 2.20 0.0365 O54 


Rushbrooke. | Satis. | 2.25 | 0,032 Ox1C 


19 bacteriological analyses taken during the year 1955 gave the 
following results:- | 


Satisfactory. 


I 


From PrivateSupplies. 


The 6 samples recorded as taken from Public pipcd supplics followed 
tappings or insertion of new lengths of main. The water of the Comprchen- 
Sive Scheme is of course tested regularly in the Thingoe area before being 
pumped into our area, 

The owners of the 8 wells from which unsatisfactory reports were 
reccived were persuaded to have their homes connected to the mains supply. 


It was necessary throughout the whole of 1955 to cart water to:- 


Badwell Ash (Cottages at the Green) 

Hunston (Houses at Hunston Green) 

Rickinghall (One housc) 

Thurston (ahiced at Great Green, new houses Barton Road 

and the Hutmente). 
This carting, save for the one house at Rickinghall, has since ceased as the 
main supply is now available. The water cart during 1955 covered 7,858 
miles which, in addition to carting water, included the journeys to 
transport men and equipment for servicing and tappings of mains. 
oe 


wt f iy 

ef ol eA ev 7 eetttt rene i aye me Sd By 

pi arwi savt S) nt og A? vo bigger nodow | +O: ed amorin pits. 
wt) tte ud ‘evar! witivate bal | / 


ViitsG od: ate oT. piel, 


ACT Abe 

-,ottoLing OLE, LE aoeittay: 00, 8fau Wee 
: OfF BL it 000 O80 28? iN ihe Wess] 

* 08S osha " “G00, ‘ {S88 OL Aviad hi el ue 

: OSE eT F 000 cae eS ec aian et 


fit at Deqmeqg wotsw lo yt itanep Insod: wat ‘Xo no fa diag z. OF 
ott wotrwtalb wovit oat Tr mained not @GOL aobreb mete os niiodt 
sbrenaola eldat oft -. oldat anéwolfot ony as Sess ofbak al "ead 
ite t prododt ont yd Bokiqgus ei" sw to tagoma imtoo wee 8a it 
y boblogse teteW to stoLics bat 
. OT B porTl OF Oe rom fens flpe 


y 4 4% 
iy } ee mi: 
18 e Yeose a6 
: s peeeat slr 
° v. Cok ee) EY OF 
eS a aa fe" St 
) \ ; $4 ; 000 , e383 eC a 
{ MM oe eu Jit As 24. pcan Sieh Shes Fa | 
; { Ae 5) - 
: ] fpye's 
’ : Jali ae 4 
: ry: “y ‘ 0 
' Fe | 2 ~ci { ui f 
4 
\ . 10 Sent 
ae i - m \ 
- \~ 
g ae a 
4 i] 5, Vi ' 
: ‘ . ’ . cy : ae mn Ls 
, ack \, 4 Lis tiwahyv Due LBOLA LOA stont Bon Lunia +0) 


yi fat an’ aorvod offtefiob ov taxodougmod. eran yas mont 


— —— - pc en as OD IA DT soateatnea’ 
, 5 
. ¢' Os ait oe Le ) fad fnyoiv ‘ . 
ee = ee _ dade OP 04 eee amateees eee eps ts | Oh eee ee aneerenceenuans 
t o | ' 
e AA ect 1 : FLAT u ey : 99 
s 
ay : i i 
esr —— ope et oe i ent Soa aes a ay; ns 
4 + we * so - A b, 
ee}. vould 9 O33 | UO ea | ARE eh 4 p9049 
: ak ot - - ‘ >| . 
Sen eee ee Push en MeN Le Ree. EdL0»0 
ch Co.) iiondat Offs... | OOF Ost 
: ¥ eS Fa es | ‘ tue ene Case ewe mee te 
odd ovey @d@L teey off giliwd nose eomelente inte ~ 
: ‘ 
4 eri 
* ’ \ 7 
‘ i Fa) gels ; mi 
eo er ~- LAO A NH ele ee ee Ee Ore 
4 c eh : x a se, pg Fe a + wa Z 
eVitvobis cyoer eo} TO OF) te Ea . 


OPce. (S.A RI) le Te EY te eee Ria eer ee 


pa ; A 


a et me ene eee tee ey oes Een a re Rte es VETS 7 


Lee a se Bat 


a 


- ~ 
é e * 
Le t 
o A ~ 
a ~- — — -_— ee ee en et eae nen r. - 
if , 


ig ‘Lea 
beyo [ioti aarl x Glue bogtq oa obs fap ead mors font 18) ob Roger. ‘ ao of tt 
mronongmod oft Lo sare, oat, eftina to signa wont pie Fidei ? 
ited YI¢ied ATs sons int ydid mk: beast, - 

oiow attoget Vt tonite kt ppaw do beter or 
Ylequa am ieq Git os Sudoeanoo: eonod bases 


3 
a 


~tot aetow tugs oF eer. to ae Ran 
. , (yeerd pitt) 5 
7 ? 4° (Ger se, 


4 i! 1> iy 
ua ask 
boo notaneh evened wort ae 


atts ni aldaiselll none. gud 
Raa) 8 les oars Seay 


Ne 
Thre 


mat teeter 
(eatdpueyzs UOdy esnoy T pue esnoy T oO7fUT aoqem ATUdns om O8109D *1G PTSTIpsIg 38 YOTIZSTC ano SpTs7ng) 
*O°d*y agoustyrey *AATIOYUANe SuTsnoqysTsu JNO JO SUTLM 5A Wor peATOS sosnoy ssouy, ¥ 


spot tTddns 
— ete re. , eves age) ATT aed. LSS (46) <rth ose u9.1og 
(2, 4 


= 


°7 TA TOOK 
*PLOTISTIIEM | 


'*SMOTTTM-ST-WeYUs Tem | 
wOOaeEe 


| *yO07S07, 


*uUO7VSINUY, | 


E) | (fc) O¢ | BGG ey *4JOTSUCTAOYS | 


eee en a ee 


(ZT) z (Zt) SOc Sl eset *TTVUSUTHOTY | 


ae ee ee 


/ | : f | tic & Sed <OLTSGIS) OTE HES "UspS9T}4eY | 
469 ! MOt 7 awoste iH) sa GC) ex ci iere a ee ee (G) 8 Ge> =) G2) Scat ji ie *U0Z AON | 
| ; eae . ) : a ee 
Aiea hae eS (es te) = Ete) ; t¢ ‘ureysueT | 
i) =< LAS) 6 ts) G (G)~ S39 dee *u07Suny | 
1 tie (= ) *£BTOLOPUTH | 
) - , *799SS0H | 
Bos eva (Te Ot “SUTPDOD | 
ia) Sales (ae oe — _() C2 euweUus Tod 
pS OL (6) 9S |(<t) S9 [(92) Lut *TTOMSUTE | 
28) 2 a aoa) “ouOySHUTAC | 
dee ee SSS) ae *u0 fog | 
Lfe3 Se 
ieee 0s eee aria AC 
Seee Toor Sd | TS6T | ATS 
T8400 | i 
| 
*uSsTieg 
i *(sdtdpueis £q pettddns sesou, = szyoyourg ut 
* | UT cJoqunN) *xrvok 9yy FO pus 94, Lq ssnoy 9yy sesnoy 
GG6T reok JO pus ye azoyem U4TA % _  oguzt &Tddns goeyem poedtd e yytm ystuveg ut sesnoy T84OL “US Tdeg 


ree emteresetinisemermteneenuianmpmanenaaunabeetsires 


| es; (18) ase 
'€@S) ofr “{I&) SEI 


(st) 8&_ 1(St)_ 68 
ss. 


Js 
— 


SSS 
‘ _ > 
: ‘ . 


eC ’ - 
e 
~~ eee oF 


ee apa = SE ta Son 3 | = / aE . (63 } +o C (228). Yel et € FB eS 


7 


ae . \ a / | 0 7: y. ‘ > f ps x —_ - = inn : me * - - 
f aie 2 ; — \ - 2 \ me" } 5 \_>—— (Re) Kes ; ( ‘e) Nai “ 4 = pare “5 
: igque - 
ry . P —— 7 < tte - ss fom ~ oe ; *. a : 
00.0.8 otomeria iitonsps yifisodigion tuo Ic entem sid moxt Bbortes soared saat a 

f ar PFrrAcce? no tt ie a tatal ~ ~ 4 = ~~ ‘ ~ a c . c a ‘ 
\VGlOunSsua fiots sevon LI Bis VELOR 1 Od rt id Bs tae yvigare 87 2310s u eta Bio ltbec*8 Ts rs Fate ft <6 abiatso) : 
= - - = 
- & = -d 


(11) DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE. The table on page 8 indicates that 417% of 
the houses throughout the District have a pipcd supply of water in the 
house and another 9, are within 200 fcet of a standpipe - a clear 
indication that th:re is an urgent necessity for the provision of public 
Sewerage systems, despite the fact that beverol houscs have satisfactory 
individual private cesspool systcms. 

In 1955 it was not possible to instal any such public sewerage schemes - 
indecd, owing to national financial stringencies, provision will not be 
possible in 1956. 

Some encouragement is derived from knowing that the Minister recognises 
our difficulties and has, during 1956, after an Enquiry on 5th June, 1956, 
by W. H. Norris, Esq., one of H.l. Engineering Inspectors, approved, in 
principle, financial aid to provide a sewerage scheme in the parish of 
Rattlesden - a parish which in 1947 had the unfortunate experience of an 
outbreak of Typhoid. 

It is hoped that the Scheme at Rattlesden will be the forerunner of 
many more village schemes in the immediate future. 


The Council own a Yorkshire Karrier 750 gallon cesspool emptier, 
purchased in 1952. This, under the direction of Mr. Wyatt, has been engaged 
in the emptying of cesspools throughout our District. 

The service is available to any private house in the District on paymen’ 
of 25/- for the first load and 15/- for cach subsequent load - the service 
is free to tenants of the Council houses. 

The vehicle travelled 8,838 miles and the total number of cesspools 
smptiecd in the District during 1955 was 904, as follows:- 


Cesspools Hmptied. 


Council, Houses ... ote As 52 1,299 loads) 

Private within the area ee Bho 849 loads) 

Private outside the area “ 19 30 loads) 
90, 


2. RIVERS AND STREAMS. There is no river in the Thedwastre District, 
but the Council have employed casual labour in order to cleanse the 
water-course in the street at Walsham-—le-Willows. 


3 cL) MCLOSET ACCOMMODATION. liost working-class houses in the District 
have pail closets,the emptying of which is the responsibility of the tenant. 


(ii) PUBLIC CLEANSING. The four-weckly kerb-side collection of 
household refuse was carried out by a driver and loader until the end of 
May 1955, since which date, (by the employment of another loader), the servic 
has been increased and improved to once in two weeks,except for isolated 
premises which are visited once monthly. 

The operators pick up, from the back door, of the aged, sick, and women 
living alone. 

The vehicle, a 4 ton, 15 cubic yard capacity, Bedford, from liessrs.Glovea 
Webb & Liversidge, Ltd., is of the moveable floor type, and has given good 
service since its purchase in 198. 


The three refuse tips are situated at Warren Lane, Elmswell; Back Lane, 
Badwell Ash and Hall Farm, Langham. 

Save for some uncontrolled tipping by vrivate individuals at the Langhan 
tip, these refuse tips have been kept in reasonable condition - steps being 
taken to control tip pests and frequent visits and treatments being made by 
the Rodent Operator, lir. A. CG. Denny. 

In 1955 the vehicle travelled 8,118 miles and removed 899 loads of 
refuse, which compares with 662 loads removed during 195. 


The salvage scheme for paper and iron was continued throughout the year. 
As an inducement the Council decided from September 1955, to pay a bonus of 
10% of waste paper salesy to the operators. This had the effect of 
increasing greatly the amount of paper collected, as can be seen from the 
following table:- 


|} Total Value 


esha DTT ay OPN ane ae | 
| EROSLERET ED 


Weight. | —_—Vallue. Weight. Value. 


1955.|22tons.5owts.lgr. £119,511. (otons.llowts.lqr. £3/09-5. | 
u e|3tons.1l5cwts. £13.6.0. i5tons.l9cwts, rite eae 
1953. i 5tons.ccwts. Piolo. petons.lcwte.: POUL. oe CN oye. 
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In addition to the value of Salvage there is another income which helps 
to offset the cost of refuse collection. 

The Council on introducing the Refuse Scheme adopted the provisions of 
Section 75 of the Public Health Act, 1936, which allowed them to provide eam 
house, (without a suitable receptacle), with a satisfactory dustbin at an 
annual charge of 5/- per annum. The dustbins have lasted so well that the 
5/- annual charges now show the Council a considerable benefit. 


(iii) SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA. The following table records the 
number of inspections carried out by Mr. Wyatt , Mr. Flack and Mr. Banks:- 


Number of Houses inspected .. ve a's oe a ee 548 
Visits to Hutments and Requisitioned Houses ee ee ar 288 
Inspections of Workshops ae ae ks oe oe : 28 
Bakehouse Inspections ee os ee es e ° iat 
Inspection of Slaughter Houses ee oe oe e- oe 2. 
Inspections of Butchers premises and Bacon Factory .e. ee 389 
Inspection ee Shops ee ee ee @e ee °° 6 
Waterworks visits made (lains) ae “ oe oe ay 852 
Inspection of Drains ee ee ee ee ® ee 12 
Rodent Control Visits by Sanitary Inspectors e. ee oe 12 
Building Inspection ee ee ee ee ee ee 738 
Owners Interviewed ee A ee es 4 ee 18 
Inspections made regarding complaints «es o° ° oe aks 
Inspections of camping sitcs, caravans, ctce ee oe oe ee 
Others ee ee ee ee ee ee 108 


Factories Acts, 1937 & 1948. Below is recorded the prescribed particulars 
which are required by Section 128 (3) of the Factories Act, 1937, to be 
furnished by hiedical Officers of Hualth in their annual reports with respect 
to matters under Part I and Part VIII of that Act which are administered by 
the District Council, 


Factory Act, 1937. Inspections for purposes of Provisions as to health. 
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(i)Factories in which | 
| 26 | 28 } Mal | Nil 
| 


Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6 are 
to be enforecd by Local | 


Authorities. Dok ceaenets 
(ii)Factorics not included | 


in (i) in which Section 7 5 

is enforced by the Local | 

Authority. 
(iii)Other premises in which | 

Section 7 is enforced by | 

the Local Authority | Nil 

“x(cxcluding out-workers | 

premises). shee h Geiniohabers: 

a ee eae 


# i.e. Electrical Stations (Sections 103 (1) ). Institutions. . 
(Section 104) and sites of Building Operations and Works of Engineering 
Construction (Sections 107 and 108), 

No defects were found. 
OUTWORK. Section 110 & 111. No notification of Outwork was received. 
Premises classified as Factories in Thedwastre comprise: 


5 Agricultural Engineering Works. 1/7 Builders Yards. 

1 Bacon Factory. l Egg Depot. 

6 Boot Repairers. 4 Flour Mills. 

2 Fruit Packing Stations. lL Printing Works. 

lO Garages. 2 Smithies. 

1 Gate Manufacturer. LE Teilors 

1 Grain Cleaning. l Wheelwright. 

i Meal Mixing, 2 Wireless Repairers. 
1 Pottery. 
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(iv) SHOPS AND ND OFFICES. 59 inspections, of the ventilation and sanitary 
accommodation provisione,under the Shop Act, 1934, were madv. From these 
inspections no action was required in any case. 

The advent of a piped water supply, to be followed in the future by sewage 
disposal schemes, will allow considerable improvements to be cfifected in 
shops and offices throughout our District. 


The following are the numbers of shops in our Districts:- 
21 shops not associated with food:- 


Boot Repairers ee ele ad us 6 
Bicycle Repairers eo ee ee ‘S 
Garages oe eo ° oe LO 
Hairdressers aie oe oe OH 2 
64. shops associated with food:- 
Butchers ee ee eo ee 8 
Grocers ae oie ate ape 2 
Bakers ee ee ee ee 5 
Milk Shops ee ° e ee 2 
Fried Fish & Chip Shops. ee a 2 
Cafe 35 ee °° oe Ca) Ly 


32 Public Houses. 


(v) CAIPING SITES. 16 caravans, housing in all approximately 39 persons are 
licensed within our District. They are spread over 13 sites, as in the main 
they are single caravans housing agricultural workers temporarily,until the 
occupant can be found housing accommodation by the farmer concerned, or they 
may be occupicd temporarily by persons near the site on which they are having 
a house built for themselves. 

bard) SLOKE ABATEMENT. There are but 3 factories with factory chimneys in 
Thedwastre. These are the Brickworks, Woolpit (disused), the Bacon Factory, 
Elmswell, and the Pottery at Wattisfield. As in previous years no smoke 
nuisance arose from these factories. 


(vii) SWIMMING BATHS. There are no swimming baths in the District. The 
swimming baths at Bury St. Edmunds end Stowmarket are available at reasonable 
distance to many of our inhabitants. 


(viii) ERADICATION OF BED BUGS. No case of bed bug infestation was either 
reported or discovered during 1955, or in any year covered by my reports 
which extend from 1938, 


(ix) RODENT CONTPOL. The services of lire A. OC. Denny, the Rodent Operator, 
were retained during 1955. Regular and systematic survey of all propertic¢s 
within the District has continued, employing so far as practicable block 
treatment. All 597 infested properties have received treatment. Regular 
attention was paid to refuse tips to keep them free from infestation. Free 
treatment was given to houses, but a charge of 5/6d. per hour made for 
business premises, this charge including the provision of all materials. 

The following is a summary of the work done:- 

Number of Premises Visited .. - a 2,900 
Number of Premises Infested .. ee ie: Bot 
Number of Premises Baten. | ss ae a sre Wé 
Number of Rats' bodies picked up ee. rigs 2,457 
Estimated number of Rats destroyed ee 9,908 


4. SCHOOLS. Use is made of the mains water supply at the schools at 
Elinswell, Rickinghall, Stowlangtoft, Walsham-le-Willows, Wattisfield,Woolpit, 
Norton and Drinkstone.- Sewage disposal methods have been improved at the 
schools at Elmswell and at Rattlesden where pa rt are now W.C's. with septic 
tanks, whilst the Beyton Modern School has W.C's. and a sewage plant. 


5. THo RAG, MLOCK & OTHER FILLING LATERIALS ACT, 1951. There are no premises 
in the District which require registration or licensing under the above Act. 


6. PUBLIC HOUSES. Although the position with regard to water supply, 
drainage systems and closet accommodation in the 32 public houses in the 
District remained during 1955 as at the end of 1954 (recorded below) >that the 
brewery companies have been giving thought to how they might improve 
facilities,now that the water scheme has extended, has become obvious from 
the improvements carried out in 1956. 


Water Supply. Closet Accommodation. Drainage Systems. 
Mains Water Supply ie 5 premises with pW. iss ys Beara en hic sa 
a su oe Pail Closets. a Bee 
elie WaAAe? oply Lo z 25 Unsatisfactory 
drainage. 
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SECTION _D. 
HOUSING 


1. (1) (a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected for 548 
Housing defects (under Public Health or 
Housing Acts). (Including Council houses) 


(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose #32 


(2) (a) Number of dwellinghouses (included under Nil 
sub-head (1) above) which were inspected 
and recorded under the Housing Consolidated 
Regulations 1925. 


(ob) Number of inspections made for the purpose Nil 


(3) Number of dwellinghouses found to be in a state so 14 
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for 
human habitation. 


(4) Number of dwellinghouses (exclusive of those referred 1 
to under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all 
respects reasonably fit for human habitation. 

(Including Council Houses). 


2. Remedy of defects during the year without service of 
formal notice. 


Number of defective dwellinghouses rendered fit in 27 


consequence of informal action by the Local 
Authority or their officers (including Council houses) 


3. Action under Statutory Powers during the year. 
Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the 
Housing Act, 1936. 


(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which notices Nil 
were served requiring repairs. 


(2) Number of dwellinghouses which were rendered fit 
after service of formal notice:- 


(a) By Owners Nil 
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners. Nil 


Proccedings under Public Health Acts. 


(1) Number of dwcllinghouses in respect of which notices 1 ‘ 
were served requiring defccts to be remedicd. 


(2) Numbcr of dwellinghouses in which defects were 
remedied after service of formal notices 


(a) By Owners Nil 
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners 1 
Proceedings under Section 11 and 13 of the Housing Act,1936. 


(L) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which 


(a) Demolition Orders were made 6 

(b) Undertakings accepted not to re-let for human i! 
habitation 

(c) Undertakings cancelled upon completion of work Nil 

(2) Number of dwellinghouses demolishec. in pursuance of Wil 


Demolition Orders. 


Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1936. 


(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which Closing 7 
Orders were made. 
(2) Number of dwellinghouses closed in pursuance of 2 


Closing Orders. 
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4. Housing Act, 1936 - Part IV - Overcrowding. 
Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of the year Nil 
Number of families dwelling therein Nil 


Git 


(iii) Number of persons dwelling therein Nil 

(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during al 
the ycar 

(c) i Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during the year 1 

ii) Number of persons concerned in such cases 9 

(d) Particulars of any cases in which dwellinghouses have again Nil 


become overcrowded after the Local Authority having taken 
steps for the abatement of overcrowding. 


The Registrar-General's estimate of the resident population in 1955 
was 8,880 persons - the number of inhabited houses at the cond of the year 
according to the Rate Book was 2,813 - an average of 3.16 persons per 
house throughout the District. New houses providcd in the post-war ycars 
have been:- 


tone 


eee 
a Se Ue 6 rene eee 


Private Houses. 


Council Houses. ah, Eee B 


Total: 


wees enh nee ee 


61! 


Se { 


The following table indicates the work of general repair and maintenanc 
of existing houses in connection with private dwelling houses. The table, 
however, does not include repairs to Council houscs, hutments or 
requisitioned houses which are effectcd by dircct labour undcr the directior 
of the Housing Supervisor, Mr. Cushing. 


Classified List of Housing Defects and Nuisances Abated 
during the year in Private Dwelling Houses. 


ee | rn eee ee 


ae 


Roof repaired as ile ate ae oe Ae ar ee oe ee 
Plaster repaired At oe mgs AD a's ate até as 5 
Damsness remedicd ots ne ae ats ye ap ele oo 3h, 
Windows repaired ee ee ee ee ee oe ee ee 1O 
Fireplaces repaired ee ee oe ee oe Ae A ee 5 
Floors repaired ee ee es eo. oe ee oe o« 3 
Closets repaired or renewed oe eo ee es ee oe 9 
Stairs repaired ee ee ee es ee oe eo eo 4 
Gutters ee eo ee ee ee ee ee eo ee a 
Doors ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 6 
Keeping of animals and/or foul condition of house x ate vs 5 


% Successful prosecution to abate nuisance in one case. 


The table on the following page indicates the provision of Council 
Houses in Thedwastre. 
To the 351 Pre-war and 4 War-time built Council houses a further 405 Council 
houses have been built in the post-war years. 
In 1955 the number built, 13, was the least completed in any post-war year - 
the highest number being 60 in 1949. Against this may be noted that the 
number of private houses built, 28, was the largest number completed in any 
post-war year, 


Improvement Grants approved by the Council, to assist in the 
improvement and reconditioning of existing dwellings within the Rural 
District, during 1955 numbered 15 for a total grant of £3,703. In 1954 
there were 10 approved totalling £2,032. 


Two subsidies were grantec during 1955 to owners to allow the erection 
of houses under the Housing Financial Provisions Act, 1938. In 1954 there 
were no such grants but previous to that year 1l of these subsidies had 
becn granted. 


In 1955 the Council approved eight loans totalling £15,405 under the 
Housing Act, 1949. In 1954 only 3 similar mortgages had been approved. 
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SECTION _&. 
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD. 


(a) MILK SUPPLY. The duties of our Authority are curtailed to the 
surveillance of milk in distribution from dairics other than producer 
reteil dairies. The number of retailers in the District was 6. 

The following licenses were issued (supplementary licenses are issued 
to those whose premises are not in our District):- 


Se aR A A NR 


Tuberculin Tested. Pastcurised. Sterilised. 
; Suppole- | Supple- 
| Dealer.| mentary. |Supplementar 


Dealer.| menta Ye 


Glass, Rattlesden. 


Lo-op, Stowmarket e Pras Pie. 
Cir : Sai gtelaemearateraai 2 meeetiensausaitonmionimammammenniere 
rith, Redgrave, Sekereee meron 


Hicks, Ixworth. ah 
Thurlow, Bury St. Edmunds. 
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a ee ee 


Scestienedlidetieeattieestioeee a ae 
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(>) Meat AND OTHER FOODS. As noted on page 11 there are 8 butchers in the 
areca. Six of these obtain their meat from Bury St. idmunds, one from 
Stowmarket and the other is the butcher at the Bacon Factory at 
Kimswell. Consequently, the only killing in the District is that 
carried out at the Bacon Factory, mHlmswell, where, of course, only 
pigs are slaughtered. 

The number of pigs killed and inspected during 1955 was 90,209, the 
figure in 1954 was.111,93. 


umber of pies killed. .. ee oe oe ee 90, 209 
: M "inspected ale AP ay m4 90,209 
All Diseases exccpt Tuberculosis and Cysticerci. 
Whole carcases condemned dt 
Carcases of which some part or organ was condemned 3.592 
Percentage of the number inspectcd with disease 5 
other than Tuberculosis and Cysticerci 4.15% 
Tuberculosis Only. 
Whole carcases condemned 2 
Carcases of which some part or organ condemned 2,462 
Percentage of the number inspectcd affected with Mar sy: 
Tuberculosis 
Cysticercosis Only. Nil 


In addition to the 177 whole carcases condemned, there was also 
condemned 2,462 heads (weighing 27,544 1bs),3,453 plucks(2h,16 lbs) 
5,592 kidneys (weighing 898 lbs) and 1,229 intestines. 


The causes of condemnation were:~ 


Abscessed 9 Fevered 34, 
Abscessed & Pleurotic 1k é& Ruptured 2 
Dead on arrival if Leukaemia a 
Emaciated PD Malignant Oedema 2 

4 & Pleurisy hy Moribund 19 

i " Fevered 2 Osteomyelitis 2 
Erysipelas uk Peritonitis 6 

i & Septicaemia l iM & Bruising 2 
Hydraemia 1 w " Pleurisy 2 
Hydro-nephritis NS Pleurisy dit 
Jaundice 2 ' Pneumonia hy 

uy & Peritonitis 1 Pyaemia 19 
Septicaemia 9 

Othcr Foodstuffs Voluntarily Surrendered as being Unsound or Unfit 
- for Human Consumption. 

Apricots 8 tins. Minced Meat Loaf 3 tins 
Pears Le Gh2h a Beef 25 lbs. 
Peaches 3 tins. Corned Becf 3 tins 
Luncheon Meat Ue rs 2 Steak l tin. 
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SECTION _F. 


een te ae 


PREVALENCE OF & CONTROL OVER INFSCTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES. 


The following table shows the number of Infectious Diseases among 


the civilian population during the year. These are the final numbers 


after corrections subsequently made cither by the notifying Medical 
Practitioner or by the Medical Superintendent of the Infectious Disease 
Hospital. 
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ALL NOTIFIABLE DISEASES (Other than Tuberculosis) DURING 1955. 


The 65 notifications of infectious discase received during 1955 


can be compared with those of previous years from the following table:- 
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e Infective Hepatitis became notifiable in 1943. _ 
The first Diphtheria Immunisations were completed in 191. 
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Puerperal Pyrexia. 
Pneumonia. 
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x Measles and Whooping Cough were only notifiable from October 1959. 
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BAC Ups men noua O Bul Ss, 
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NEY CASES. 
New Cases and Mortality. 


peli A Ts a Ahi he ete He ee ee ee 


ee om Loe Mb a 9516) L950. 
Pulmonary 2 1 1 _ bp aba 
Non-Pulmonary a _ a 2 1 5 
The two Pulmonary cases notified in 1955 were a male of LO years and a 


Female 46 years. The Non-Pulmonary case notified was a female of 4O yrs 


TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER. 
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| Pulmonary. _ Non-Pulmonary. | Total. 
Male Ce Fomaleée Melee Homale. 


‘Male. Female. 
sions neo ASS See 
(1.Cascs at commencement - 1955. pecSs 
Beloticicsdetiretein 1955.00.) fod 


et 


5.Restored to Register. | = = 
h.Added by: Transfers jo o= 
Death Returns | 
5.Cascs removed from Register. | 

63 Remaining ated. ot, LO5b ei => =o: 
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Cases remaining on Register at end of year. 
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| Pulmonary || Non-Pulmonary. Male e 

| Year. Total ilole, Female. | Male. | Female. ferent \Female. 
MLDS | 31 9 | 10 ! in 8 a 18 
195k. 32 | 8 | ats one pe 10 12 | 20 
| 1953. 52 | 9 ey eu ee eee on 3%) 319 
| 1952. 58 | 20 | De tade | MOM AO yes © 1G, |i e22 
eos 47 ; 14 tS) ibe Ue | Bit any cOniemmey 

1950. | 47 lS we nO anh LAGE iil: emeT 


section National Assistance Act. 


From time to time during the year cases have arisen where elderly persons 
have been thought to be unable to devote to themsalves sufficient care and 
attention. Such cases are seen by the Welfare Officers on the County 
Medical Officer's staff who try to persuade them to enter hospital or 
"Part III" accommodation. Where the person is unwilling the cases are 
referred to me,as the District Medical Officer can take action under i 
Ssction 47, National Assistance Act. All cases so referred during 1955 
responded to further persuasion by the Welfare Officers and myself, so tha 
they entercd voluntarily without our having recourse to magis strates or 
Court ° 
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